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‘'Experience a Practicun with E::eptianal Children
(EPEC), university lecture courses. and practicum experience within a :
local school district, offered field-bz gaﬂ teacher education on the .
needs of handicapped students The EPEC’ sumhaer program recruited

. @alementary students who were giftea. learning disabled, educable

~mentally retarded, mildly orthopedically handicapped, and i
speech/language handicapped. Responses “from the student and pa:ent
evaluation sheets favored the csntinuatian of such a t:aining program
‘for teachers, (SBH) :
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-of handicappecl students is thrﬁugh mliversit:y eﬂufsfes\. Eﬂat’hgr
\ \
- &aiﬁi:ng metb&d is f;eid—hased teac.lmf edueatmn ‘Hith first-ha_nd N, \\

e:pet‘i.engés E‘ith stLdentg c:f vary:ing ab:.hties. ‘ Lhivgrsity j.EEEIEE \ \

_ cﬁurses a.nd praﬂim ezpenence wlt:lﬂ;n a loéal sehml dlstrict can

. be a lmique cmbﬂnatim of the best of both,_ Such a pmjsect ‘in a
resort a.rea can. be appeal:mg to Rn:ai eﬂucat-ﬁrs as,well a8 athers
‘ﬂ,it:hln Ehe regians “Experlence a Ffactlcum with fExceptianal Ch;ld:etr‘ '
(EEEC') was .such an. endeavor where i:he tmlve;tsity prmded ;he technical
.;gs.'istagce and lec:tu{ers and the -j._;cai ‘ﬂ%st:;;ct gfwiied tﬁé facilities

and the students. 3 ‘
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* In order to decrease the number of educators who afe"‘tmawafe Elf £

problenms of the' handicapped, training imstitutions must';‘aiaﬁrnéchr

" Carolina,

| 1 Y SEEnﬁiﬁ Hlilﬂicapped o
Seccrndiry Hamdieapped Students? |
z Thought They Were 311 Cured! “
4
7 Temhers who presently work Ln seeandarz ;ch@ﬂls ;i‘e either
\.mawa:e that mildly haﬂdieapped st:udem:s ‘are in t;heir elasses a;'
Hhat p;foblems réally exiat: :;anceming these students . Most théfl

I:hese teachers iatel f_he students_as slow,. ia,zy, ti%été‘éi; or

- . 4 2 - . .
trﬁublemakers_ Dng state depaftment consultant 17 eurrieulum o
dévelapment was av*et‘heard telling a group of tea:hers t‘ha.t "my .

*

studems H‘lth normal lﬂt:e'lligeﬁce caﬁmt be t‘eadiﬂg on a Ehifﬂ g'rade

mation, as well as mis nformation, is perpeﬁua, ed by wercl of mouth.

training through a different avenue.
‘When trainers meet with school district leaders concerning

competencies of teachers, one comnon egpiaint is that .the education

faculty and courses are not practically oriented. Statements such as
this led to a cooperative three year program in the state of South
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The Erogr—am“fﬂr Exceptienal Childfe;,- Cali;ege of Ed‘u::a.tion of
the University of South Carolina is, like all teacher training insti-
tutions committed to quality training for all teachers. One aspect
that had :nét béén tapped thr;:mgh the various campuses of the University
of séutﬁ] C;rclina System was perg@gﬁel preparation in conjunction with
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leve‘l." Such a sta;e:Tn: vas made due to being/misinfarmed- Infc:r-- T el
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: :l'he Horty cag;ntr Schaol I)i.striet se:‘ves apprbximately EE,ODO
sehual age ehil en; ﬁStl'r app’rﬂximstély 3,000 handieappecl studems.r
| In 1975 a céqrdinamr ngt;ms f zhe Handi.eipped was em*plny-ed.. '
;u'pnn eﬁmpletian of 'a suﬂey éf teae&ezs mﬁc with exceptimal I

students, it was discavefed Eh;t many teaghers of the handieapped wete‘:,
nﬂt fully\eertified in Ehe areas of handt:appgd stuﬂants sarved.

- Harry Enunty, geugraphically thg largeEt eaunty in Soutﬂr
Carolina, is ‘primarily a rura‘l md a.grieultural Eéun;y‘, with a summer \ _
teuflst industty at Hj'ttlg Beachs since t‘he University of Sauth A
Carglina a:m:l other teacher ‘training ‘institutians for Sgec:.a:l Educa= _

“

,ticm are lacated long dist:ancgs from Horry ijnty; téacﬁers have 1imited

=

..access to courses offered in the edugatlan of ,ceptianalvehildren-

The Univatsiﬁy of South Carolina ?as nine éiﬂpu.‘ses 1aeaﬁgd through=-
outltgf staﬁgj iTﬁe Ehirdalargést af;§§s Eaﬁpusas isztie Coastal
Carolina C 1;1ege‘in meaf}f;«SQutrg Carolina.’ A few graduate cmirsés
in the area of exéeptianal chilﬂren had bgen;taught on the E§£SE31

v . .

Campus on a single course request basis. However, both the University

ograns -for Exceptionjl Children Faculty and the

of Scnu;;h Cat@l\iﬁé@;
!Haffyiﬁﬂunty s Distriet, Programs for the Handicapped Staff, félt
that both ;\tgctufe type courses and fir—sﬁshaﬂd experiences must be
provided tc:sy Adéquatelj traialthe person to teach handicappéd students.
Thus, the idea of a sumer training project developed.

IE ﬂas anticipated that both local and reg1ona1 residEﬁts wauld

pafticipate in the personnel prepafatipn idea. One problem was_ that

s
h

- \i

<@




'- ',"; L i .:x. : ’ -
b e L secondaty Bandicapped

thm uere nﬂ fumds a\railable ta staff a schnal du::ing the summer so0 -

i

th:: a Pnetigum site wauid be raadily available.: "Experience 4

Ftactim qth Etﬂeptimal Children®™ vas’ cﬁ:u:eived and operated t:he
first year withau; fin.anez.al assistance from any agency other thaf
- ‘the 'Eniveréiﬁyr' of South. Caraliﬁar and the Hazry County Schm:l District. ’
For the l976 "EPEC" pfﬂgﬁm Myxtle Heights Elementar}' School in
Hyftie Eeach was selé_gted. The . pfinclpal had been a_n avid suppﬂfter of
education of specla.l needs learners and h;i‘dilr suppafted the summer

schoal lbcated in ‘his hu‘ﬂding; Leet:m:e courses were conducted Ftam !

L]

I
7130 A HT) to 8:&5 A,M, an 12:3@ E".H- Ea 1 145 P.H. Summet schoal for :

children ages 6 to 12 opery ed fi:am 9 A M. to 12:0(‘) Noon, The entiré
-p’ragrajn g{)perated for eight weeks with l;hlldfiﬁ enrolled for seven af
those weeks, An in‘fSEf\fi!‘:E program provided aniguilng cﬁnsultanl;s in
four areas at varmus times during the summer program. fh‘é er;msuit:ants T
imrked both w‘it.h teachers and Hith ch;ldten to :unplemeni: recemenda.tmns.
Chi‘ldfem ﬂere;ecmlﬁeﬁ primarily ffom the Myrtle Beach araa: since |
tramspaftatian was not pTCNldEd. . Parents p’id a small ﬁuit’ian fee for
their chlldfen to attend. The tuitlon fees were used to pay for t:he
consultants wh:’: visited, snacks for the children and.for all consum—
ables usgd-during surmer sého;sl". "Ihe Horry County School Distri-ctf‘pfos
vided the building, its maintenance, all hatdﬁare , and non-consunable
educational materials., The instructors for tl;;e _cﬂn}ses vere undiversity
/fan:ulty ;nd/at local adjuﬁctg facuﬁlty; The lead tea;hers fﬁ;r the practi;
cunm were advanced gradga}e S;Udeis who - were awarded graduéte‘assistaﬁm:ﬁ

ships for the summer. Three assiktantships were aﬁatde\d and approximately
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40 children vere enrolled in éﬁe summet seﬁcal;ﬂ"’fﬁe ildren ;icceptedf-’ )

as studemts duting the :Eirsl: year ineluded some giftéd ‘student s, n,j{;-’
* P - R

st:udeﬂts, learning disabled sEuderﬂ:s, educable mem:ally rat;aﬁl, ] Etudents.‘

y
mila grthopedi cally ha.ndicapped, and speechllaﬂguage hgndieapped studem:s.

It was the inﬁent u:f the program t@ éffe‘r a satlzing whare all children

wWete seﬁed in. the least: i‘ES‘Erlt:ti\fe emri::anmeﬂt fuz eaeh t;hi.ld. , Fﬂf )
- )
A

,some students -the setting was ﬁne to one insl:ruetinﬂ; For a:hers; a

pear normal classroom was maintéined. For other: studentsi mll group *

fnstruction was utilized,* : |

At the completion of the first year "EPEC™ w?s included as a portion

of t?he Progran- for E:ceptlm‘lal Ch1ldren'5 Bureau Educatinn of the Handi-

- capped, ﬁeacﬁher preparatwn grant pmpasa‘l; rhe grant was partlally

funde:l with the funds ‘bemg utilizéd for Efanspartatinn of children fronm

othdr areas of the county, '5211::@1 health se:tvices, ,lunehes, 1eac1 teac)ers
|
with master's degrees, and stipends fm: teachers Lnf&rested in the con-
& -

*

‘cept of mainstreaming fcrr thcfhafrdit:apped student-

YEPEC" expanded to two f ive-week summer sessions. During the first ‘

"session, held at Coastal Carolina Campus, intensive minicourses were

conducted- to inttaduég teachers to mainstreanming, exceptional, children,

in general, and specifically to the areas of mental retardation, learn-

ing disabilities and emotional handicaps. Courses in assessment of

exceptional children and counseling parents of g(cepticmal Ehildf%ﬂ vere
also taught. : - : . v ’
The second five-week session was planned .with the idea that material's

and teaching strategies are most easily understood when demonstrated
‘}‘ *
!i’\ ) ’
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dve to codperation and acceptance by the schodl's ﬁrinéipa:l-; Pﬂgtim

-aglsﬂroms were the nedium for t‘,he labnrai;ary expe:iences, which in—

e‘luded thse develnpnent of Indiwdual Edueat‘ianal Plans CIEP‘S). Si::ty
‘s

All phases of a achagl day were includedéfmm reading to recess and

t‘raeti.ﬁﬂs to jield—trip’s. The respﬁnses -of the graduate si:udem:s,
) ;
parents md ;:hildren encgufaged - the :ontinuatinn ‘éf the pro ject for the

s 1

P - =

third year, 7
The 19'_73;,'2}56‘; vas agzain. conducted in two ':phasgs! The first
fii\resseekgsessi@i waé planned ﬁth ieetuﬁftypé courses egﬁduitgﬁs»én
the Coastal Carolina Campus and the second five-week session was
praetica‘lly oriented with ‘bay-s,’a:gd giri-s i;nvalved at Convay Elementary
School, a school which had previ::ously demcmstrated acceptanee of the
handicapped student in its regular program. The Canway site aisa allowed
paftlclpatian from more studenﬁs in the upp#r rural areas of the county,
The SEVE!TE}" children ern:alled for "EEECﬂS?B“ were ages 3 to 12 years
and Lneluded a w1de var i ety of iﬁlelduals such. as gifted, autlst12—1ike, .
blind, retarded, orthopedically hfhdicapped, learning disabled, emotionally
handi capped, in addition éc’x normal children. 'fhe children also served’ |
as ﬂ;e practice cases for a Caastai Carolina course taught in adaptive
physi cal Edgcat:im- Tfie, school day provided for iph}rsi::al educatian;
arts and crafts, mlisic, academics, ‘affeet:ivé.b’eha\riaf and Esacial learning
skills, anfi*flibrary time. School. ﬁe‘aith services and transportation were
also available.,  The teachers developed IEP's and IEP implementation

jinto daily plans for each child. One measure of the applicability of’

B




gk e e

“ &

- ' Secandan ;i-la_ndicipﬁéd |
Asf tﬁe dailr p‘lan. was demansﬁed wT;en su 1
'_ day af teacher iﬂasewice. i The inssezvice ér;:gram waeg a coﬁtinual:inn T
. qgufj consultant availabil i f . * !
" conclusions ! |
. . .

From the student evaluation and parent evaluation sheets the = ,\ !
responses have favored the’ continuation of such a training pf@gfzam for .
-+ ’ .

teachers. Since summer is the only time when full-time teachers can

devote to continuing education,such a method for showcasirig the needs

of all children seems appropriate. N,ct: only have special ‘needs stgdeni;s v

been served but texhgfs, bath fegular and special education, have
- Iy At ﬁ%*?f ry A

S

become more competent in serving then‘ students. ‘A tédEher” é&uﬁﬁgﬁgy -

Tah L iy 4 LI T

survey was utilized to measurg;ﬂm%‘
One benefit derived by having teachers f the handiéapped work 7

3 VAR gy \
within a mainstreamed setting dealing with nen—hand:.capped sl;‘v,#s\m;sf**‘%‘i

A

is kncswix:lge t:)f how it feels to be respansﬁjle for lﬂlelﬂual plarmlng
for so many different types of stuients. Hapefully, the empathy gained

by the speeial needs teacher w111 ég.rzy over to his/her job in the fall.

%1 i

ic:amunicat:mn betveen all teacherss 1mral¢ed with specz;al needs students

! )
should increase. As school dlstf,‘,cts and teacher trdinir

'increase theicrdialog and plannlng, zam?lai_nts con erning poor teacher

training, unrealistic expections and ‘fault!findlngiwlll deerease;

i

& 5 { .
Educators of all levels need to become Tognizant that most.handicapped

;!F

students are not cured, but they do leafn to cérnpérisat:e!
# %
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